
Central Council Minutes October 21st 2015 

 

Daniella Simon welcomed all attendees and asked newcomers to introduce themselves. Representatives 

of each PTA were reminded to please send their reports to the recording secretary. 

 

Mnutes from the previous meeting were circulated, motion was made to approve, motion to pass 

minutes seconded and passed. 

 

Stephanie DeCicco reported for Treasurer  that all units have paid their dues and monies have been 

deposited. 

 

Debi Sheinin reported for Health and Safety. At the last meeting the district emergency plan was 

covered.  Each school is responsible for reviewing their plan. Employees were reminded of their right to 

know school plans. Emergency drills were covered and chain of command was discussed. 

 

Sandee Leonhard reported for Cultural Arts.  A district wide meeting was held with representatives from 

every building. The Art department as part of a new initiative has purchased additional 3 d printers. A 

new class CAD (computer assisted design) will be offered as pre-engineering. The Music department 

reports that 300 students are going to Walt Disney World in April. A new scholarship fund has been 

established for field trips to allow more students to attend out of town events. The High School musical, 

Sound of Music has added a new performance from which the proceeds will go to the new scholarship 

fund.  

 

Scholarship monies have been deposited. All schools received mini calendars for sale. A request was 

made for donation cards and these will be provided. 

 

Maryann Ferro spoke for Fundraising reminding all that plans should be emailed to her in advance in 

order to avoiid overlap. 

 

Dr Marino was welcomed to the meeting. He reported that the School Board attended a recent NY State 

Board convention and was happy that the Commissioner seems committed to listening to the field and 

is surveying to take opinions on standards which is a good sign and could lead to re evaluation.  The 

district has been asked by the state to take part in feedback on new tests. He reminded all that we are in 

the middle of the budget process and for people to please attend and participate in meetings. Issues 

with various facilities were discussed. The Board will tour buildings in November. Dr. Marino also 

discussed the recent discovery that the districts football helmets are sub-par and moves being made to 

address this issue and to supply new lacrosse helmets and goggles. Maryann Ferro raised a question 

with regard to where the funds for this will come from and Dr. Marino responded they will come from 

emergency funds and will not be taken from other items. Debbie Sheinin asked about the current state 

of Ogden’s roof and was informed that the building maintenance budget is being worked on now. An 

overall plan is being worked on. All these things are being talked about regularly in budget meetings.  

Franklin Early Childhood Centre’s interim admin will be starting November 23rd, she is currently principal 



at a Valley Stream school. There was some discussion of changing the current position to assistant 

principal which would provide consistency throughout district schools.  

Dr. Marino was thanked for attending and reporting.  

 

Linda Kreisman thanked SEPTA for providing refreshments.  

 

Elena Gitlin, Franklin’s representative reported: 

FECC Central Council PTA Agenda, October, 2015 
 
Past Events: 
1.  After School Activities Program: Classes began without an issue.  Student arrival and  
dismissal procedure was changed for the better.  Children all meet their instructor in one  
central location, cafeteria 2, rather than being delivered to multiple locations by their  
teacher(s).  All courses have been running smoothly. 
2. Pep Rally 10/8/15: students received a visit from our HS football players and  
cheerleaders and celebrated being a Bulldog.  Fun was had by all.  Yearbook committee  
was present to take pictures. 
3. First PTA Meeting 10/13/15: Dr Marino was our guest speaker.  Our Principal, Mrs  
Smyth was also present.  The meeting went well with a good attendance.  Parents  
expressed excitement to be involved in our upcoming events.  Sign up sheets were  
circulated for people to volunteer for our upcoming events. 
 
Other Happenings: 
1. Box Tops are steadily coming in and being submitted by our Chairperson. 
2. Picture Day 10/21/15 (Today): Using our new vendor, Irvin Simon.  
3. Spirit Wear: we made a new jersey that is loved by parents and students alike. 
4. 9/27/15: Arts Below Sunrise.  FECC was there to participate. Spirit wear was sold. 
5. 9/29/15 In School Cultural Arts Assembly: Saving Drew, Anti-bullying message puppet  
show well received by students and teachers. 
 
Upcoming Events: 
1. PTA Costume Party 10/29/15: non-edible treats, only will be distributed at this event. PTA will 
communicate with parents that we will accept and appreciate donations such as pencils, stickers,  
etc to hand out to children at the event.  This year the event will be run solely by FECC PTA. 
2. Fall Festival 10/30/15  
3. 11/3/15: Next scheduled FECC PTA Meeting. 
  

Hewlett Elementary representative Michele Morgan reported: 

Hewlett Elementary News: 
 

 Class Parent Teacher Luncheons - held October 5th & 6th   
Food was delicious and both class parents and teacher had a great time! 

 Pep Rally -HES had its annual pep rally on October 9th to support our students and teams.  
Hewlett Elementary had their 5th grade students represent each team and were announced as 



players of the teams into the auditorium as the students cheered them on.  It was a great way to 
get the kids involved and in the school spirit to cheer on the teams for the weekend.    

 Fall Book Fair  - held October 7th, 8th & 9th 
It was a very well organized. Total sales were  $10,631.52 

 Coffee, Cookies and Conversation with Mr. Uccellini was held October 14th.  Parents enjoyed 
cookies as they discussed articles about social and emotional learning and the benefits of 
integrating it into the curriculum 

 

 Spiritwear brought in $791 at back to school night and $580 at Arts Below Sunrise in sales. 

 The 5th grade trip was booked for June 13 at the LI Sports Hub in Syosset 
 

 PTA Evening Meeting - held October 20th.  We had a great turn out. Guest Speaker was Jeanette 
Deutermann.  She discussed the pros and cons of standardized testing.  

 Mrs. Bialt was there on behalf 2nd  & 3rd grade teachers.  She will work on getting 100% teacher 
membership this year. 

 September’s PTA meeting minutes were approved as well as approval to use funds to pay for 
external review of financial records (estimate $1,000). 

 
 
Hewlett Elementary Upcoming Events 

 HES Spirit Wear Day – October 23, 2015 

 Family Book Club has been rescheduled to Wednesday, October 28th at 6:30 PM in the HES 
Library .  The book is Fortunately the Milk and copies are on hold in the public library. 

 HES Extravaganza – October 30, 2015 

 November 10- Volleyball night for 5th graders 

 November 13th – Picture Retake Day  
 

Sean wright reported for Ogden Elementary School: 

OGDEN AGENDA- October 21, 2015 Announcements 
 
We welcomed everyone to our Annual Dessert Meeting!! Welcomed Dr. Marino to his first Ogden PTA 
meeting! 
Ogden’s Pep Rally was October 8.  The HHS athletes and cheerleaders kicked up Ogden’s school spirit 
and we applauded their good sportsmanship.  They encouraged the students to bring their families to 
the Homecoming parade and to cheer on the HHS football team.  It’s always a proud day for Hewlett 
Woodmere!! 
Class lists were sent out.  If a child is not listed it was because either the family never returned their 
form or they chose not to share their information.  We found that we had many families then return 
their form when their child wasn’t on the list.  We had some issues with e-mail addresses.  Parents 
wanted them changed.  The choice of an e-mail address should be put back on the Class Release form 
letter to avoid this confusion. 
Third Grade “Foot and Fiddle” performance was on October 13 at the Woodmere Middle School gym.  
The students showed off the line dancing they learned in their workshops and all families were invited 
to join in the fun!! After the performance the families all enjoyed water and desserts.  It was a great 
night! 



The Whistle Stop Thanksgiving Pie Fundraiser will begin to take orders in the next 2 weeks. The pies can 
be picked up here at Ogden on Tuesday, November 24th afterschool. 
Afterschool school began last week.  Sign up was held after our evening PTA meeting.  If the family was 
not a PTA member they were charged an additional fee of $10.     
Little Doctor’s Blood Drive will be on November 5th at 2:30 into the evening.  The 4th and 5th grade 
students will be helping in the process. 
 
Guest speaker- Dr. Ralph Marino 
 Dr. Marino introduced himself and spoke about his background and his work as Superintendent 
in his prior district.  He then explained his plan for the year and how he is learning about our district. 
 
Cultural Arts- CAPS Bullying workshop is booked for November. 
Membership- We have 258 members 
 
Treasurer’s Report- We will be meeting with the accountant next week to begin our tax filing for this 
year.   
 
Committee Reports- Health & Safety- We must complete 6 more fire drills.  We completed our 
evacuation drill one afternoon in September. 
Shared Decision Making- meeting is set for next week. 
 
Principal’s Report 
Student Council Elections 
Survey- Dr. Anzalone is conducting an on-line survey asking the parents in Ogden how they view the 
climate of Ogden.  This survey will be used to guide the work of Ogden’s Shared Decision Making 
Committee.   
Make a Difference Day- will take place on Friday, October 23.  We will be having our Annual student 
walk/run to raise donations for Stamp Out Juvenile Diabetes.  PTA will supply water/cups and balloons. 
Vocabulary Parade- based on Miss Alaineus, A Vocabulary Disaster by Debra Frasier, will take place on 
Friday, October 30.  Students are encouraged to pick a vocabulary word to dress in costume.  Mr. Finn 
and parent volunteers will work together to be sure that every child that wants to participate will have a 
word to represent.  The students will parade outside at the end of the day, weather permitting. 
Treats for Troops- We will collect Halloween candy to be donated to our troops.   
Veteran’s Day- On November 13, Ogden will host our annual Veteran’s day tribute.  Breakfast will be 
served to our veterans and we will have 2 assemblies honoring them. 
Ogden School Newpaper- Our 1st edition will be published in November.  This year the Newspaper is 
going to be written by the 5th graders that have signed up to participate.  I will bring a copy to our next 
Central council meeting.  Ogden is very excited for this new venture. 
 
Our next meeting will be on Thursday, November 5th at 9:30 AM, hope to see you there! 
 

Middle school representative Jamie Marcus reported: 

WMS PTA Meeting Minutes Thursday, October 8, 2015 - 9:30 am 
 
Special Guest:  Dr. Marino, Superintendent talked about Math Regents and the discrepancy between the 
student’s yearly average and the Regent score. It was discussed that the district should move to weigh 



the math regent at 0%. In addition Dr. Marino talked about the outdoor education center as well as the 
Greenkill trip. 
 
Presidents' Report: Christi Pritzker & Shari Braverman 
• Thank you to the Spirit Wear committee and volunteers at Back to School Night 
•  WMS PTA membership is  $10 per family.  A tax-deductible contribution of $25.00 is suggested. 
• Class lists were created for all three grades.     
 
Important WMS Dates: 
• Spirit Day – Friday October 9th 
• Quarter 1 Progress Report marking period ends Friday October 9th, Progress Reports posted on 

Parent Portal Friday October 16th. 
•  Grade 6 Greekill/LI Adventure Trip – Wednesday October 28th – Friday October 30th. 
• Picture Retake Day – Monday November 2nd. 
• Veterans Day Celebration – Tuesday November 10th. 
• Fall Dance for all grades – Tuesday November 10th  7 – 9 pm.  Tickets will be on sale during 

lunch periods Mon., November 9th and Tues., November 10th for $12.  Casual dress. 
Winter Boutique-December 2&3 

 
District News: 
• Homecoming – Saturday October 10th.  Parade at 11:30 am, HHS Football game at 2pm.   
• No School – Monday, October 12th  – Columbus Day 
• Board of Education - Wednesday, October 14th, Budget Session 6:30 pm & Work Meeting 7:30 

pm at WEC. 
• Parent University – Tuesday, October 27th, 7 pm at HHS (for parents of 6th – 12th graders), 

email will be going out ASAP to allow parents to register in advance. 
• No School – Wednesday, November 11th  – Veterans Day 
 
Hewlett-Woodmere Public Library:  Ms. Caroline Lynch talked about the different tools that are available 
for students to use on the library website. She would like to discuss at length at a future PTA meeting. 
 
Faculty Reps.: Ms. Melissa Gildin reported that Student Council will begin in November and a reminder 
that Mr. Thompson is now in charge of community service approval forms. 
 
  
• Membership:  Total of 320 families joined so far this year. 32 Staff members of which 16 are         
       teachers. 
• Donations:  In lieu of usual fundraisers,  $25 donation is requested which is tax-deductible. 
• Cultural Arts:  Hispanic Heritage Month “Cuentos” Presentation by David Gonzalez October 

23rd. 
 
• Box Tops:  can be sent in all year. 
• Central Council:  Mini School Calendars are $5.00 each.  Proceeds go to the Scholarship Fund.   
• Curriculum:  Next meeting October 20th in Room 301 at WEC, 9:30 am.  180 Chrome Books are    
       here and are fully operational. 
• Health & Safety: There were 3 fire drills and 1 lockdown. Intercom system in greenhouse has 

been improved. 
 .  Wellness: There will be a contest in homerooms on dressing for causes. 



 .  Shared Decision Making:  First meeting will be next week on October 13.  
• SEPTA:  Next meeting Monday November 2nd, 10 am at WEC. Gifted and Talented guidelines 

and curriculum being updated. Amazon Smiles  program in place, a percentage of sales goes to 
H-W Septa.   

• Publicity/Website:  Please check the website often for current information. 
 
Principals' Report: Dr. Al Bauer, Principal & Mr. Colin Thompson, Assistant Principal:  
 
At the NY State Board Conference, 18 students from Hewlett-Woodmere showed their art work. 4 of 
these students were from WMS. 
 
On Constitution Day the 7th graders had a model congress. 3 bills were debated. 
 
“Three Sisters” were planted in the outdoor environmental center –beans, corn and squash.  They are 
planted together for optimal growth 
 
Dr. Bauer and Dr. Marino attended an educational leader conference which entailed integrating the 4 
C’s. 
 
At the next PTA meeting on November 12th our representative from Teachers College will be giving a 
presentation. 
 

Linda Kreisman reported as representative for Hewlett High School: 

Hewlett High School PTA 10/19/15  
 
Membership - Membership is increasing and for Teachers we only have 5.  Dr. Fulton is working on 
increasing teacher membership. 
 
Treasurer:  attached Joe Ruvolo’s financial report 
 
Fundraising:  Donations continue to come in, and we are doing well.  Another reminder email will 
probably go out soon. 
 
Central council: It was announced that the next Central Council is 10/21.  At the last CC meeting (which 
was the first one) introductions were done, Dr. Marino spoke.  The topic that most affected the HS was 
the fact that grade lists are now being compiled as they are in the other schools.  Minutes from this 
meeting are posted on the Central Council Web Page. 
 
Curriculum:  It was announced that the next curriculum meeting is on 10/20.  At the first meeting last 
month topics and meeting dates were discussed.  The main issue affecting the high school was math.  
First that the students in Algebra2/Trig will be taking both the old regents and the new common core 
regents, and that the teaching (while teaching both) will cover trig topics found on the old regents.  
Students in Geometry will only take the common core regents. 
 
Shared Decision Making:  The first meeting was held and the topics discussed included extra time for 
students and a homework survey. 
 



Library:  The library rep came and discussed the teen room and offerings the library offers for HS 
students.  She also talked about how the library is a great source for silver cord hours. 
 
Septa:  They spoke about forums they had and upcoming forums.  They mentioned how valuable these 
forums are and how they are hoping for better attendance.  All information can be found on the septa 
web page on the district website. 
 
Senior Night:  The Lord and Taylor fundraiser is on November 3. Coupons can be purchased for 5 dollars 
and used that day.  They said donations are coming in at a nice pace, and they are starting to work on 
the journal.  They still need a house for pre prom. 
 
The principal spoke about a great homecoming parade, about adding other fall teams to the parade.  He 
spoke about the great pep rally and football game.  He spoke about how the PSAT was given on 10/14 
during school, and that some juniors but mostly sophomores took the test.  He said that next year it 
would go back to Saturday testing. 
 
Mary Harrison spoke about the PSAT, Parent University (10/27).  All information can be found on the 
website or in the pps newsletter. 
 
 
Paul critti reported on behalf of SEPTA: 

Septa Meeting Oct 5, 2015 Report to CC 
1- Membership App. 365 
2- Spirit wear sold at all BTSN and Arts Below Sunrise App. $2095.00 Scholarship App. $438.00. 
3- After school classes started FECC Violin & Intro to Music. Ogden Chess & Guitar.HES Chess.  
Following classes cancelled due to low enrollment: HES Tae kwon do & Piano. Ogden Tae kwon do & 
Violin. 
4- Homecoming on Oct 10, 2015 Bulldog Buddies to participate. 
5- HHS Fall Bash Dance on Nov 10, 2015 Septa to donate Pizza. 
6- Forum on Wed Oct 7, 2015 Special Ed & Gifted Panel. 
 

All attending were thanked by Linda Kreisman and the meeting was closed. 

 

 


